Newsletter 51

Hi there, Richard Dee here.

Welcome to my July newsletter.

Since the last letter, when | complained of the rain, | don’t think we’ve had
any. The weather here in Devon has been warmer and drier than average,
the humidity higher.

It's been uncomfortable at night, yet still only comparable to the Australian
winter experienced by my daughter so far.

| never used to mind a bit of heat, but as I've got older, | like it less and
less.
My wife, who is fair-skinned, burns easily and tries to keep out of the
extremes
of the summer as much as possible.

These days, summer really slows us down.

On with the writing news.

I've been writing just about everything but what | actually want to. | actually
want to write Whatever Happened to Andorra Pett. 've done all my
research and have a good first couple of chapters. But it's proving hard to

get going.

Not only that, I've had an idea for another story to follow it, which | suppose
is a good thing, but I'd rather it hadn't happened while | was still trying to
write this one.



While I've been waiting for inspiration for my novels in progress, I've been
writing some new short stories, a couple for the second volume of Kalyn
Deere’s adventures and some random ones from prompts in my writers

group.

As | said last time, I've stopped Captain Starlight and Raf and Cat’s series
on Substack. To replace them, my Steampunk story, Murder Most
Foul, has begun. This is a rewritten version of the story that first made an
appearance on Medium, a couple of years ago.

The first part is now live at

Murder Most Foul. Chapter One.

What I've been reading.

My review of Between Stars by H.G. Dawson is now live.

BeTWeceN

H.G. DAWSON



https://richarddee2.substack.com/p/murder-most-foul-chapter-one

My Review of Between Stars

Next up is Black Hare Valley. Book One, 1996. By Chantelle Atkins.

This is the first part of what will be a long series. It's atmospheric and full
of folklore and strange goings on in a little community. | read this on
Substack a while ago; it's now come out as a book, and | can't wait to go
through it again.

| already know that the story is fantastic. As with all of Chantelle Atkins'
work, she paints a rich world and gives you characters you really want to
get involved with.

Once I've re-read it, I'll be posting a review. This is another one that you
absolutely must read.
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Black Hare Valley
Troublemakers not welcome. Secrets must not be revealed. The past
must stay buried and the missing will be forgotten.

Wannabe reporter Jaime is new in town and desperate to be accepted but


https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/book-review-between-stars-h-g-dawson/

when she spies local hooligan Jesse Archer being arrested she cannot
resist following the story. Jesse leads her to the bookshop where mild
Paddy Finnis hangs out with his spiky friend, Willow Harrison. When
sweet-natured Ralph Maxwell turns up too, Jaime wonders if she has
found new friends.

Jesse is hiding secrets under secrets however and when Paddy vanishes
in the night, the group close ranks to investigate his disappearance.

Why is Jesse being blackmailed by the fearsome Sergeant Mayfield? Why
does the Vicar Roberts stalk Willow’s nervous mother? And is Mayor
Margaret Sumner, their friend or their foe?

Black Hare Valley is a sacred place where terrible things happen and then
everyone forgets.

Find the book by clicking the button.

Black Hare Valley. Book One.

Highlights from my Substack

Here are a couple of posts that you might have missed.

Write what you know.

Captain Starlight. Housewife, Superhero.
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https://books2read.com/u/4EO5DE
https://richarddee2.substack.com/p/write-what-you-know-but-how
https://richarddee2.substack.com/p/captain-starlight-housewife-superhero

Meanwhile, in other news.

With the heat, I've been getting up early, I'm usually walking up on the
cliffs before 6:00 AM. It's quite surprising how many other people are
doing the same thing. And this rabbit seems to be perplexed at my
intrusion into his world.




Any jobs in the garden that need doing are all done by nine AM at the
latest.

Because of the lack of rain, we've been watering the garden a lot more
this year, which gets done at half-past six in the mornings. It looks pretty
good when viewed from above, or even close up. The butterflies seem to

like it but the bees are proving harder to photograph.
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It means we can sit and hide from the midday temperatures. Our house,
although designed for cooler weather, isn't too hot. If we open all the
doors and windows, we get a good draft.

| know some people, particularly my daughters back in Kent, are suffering,
and our grandchildren are finding it tricky with school and all the other bits
and pieces of life that need to be done.

| recently visited the dentist and found that | required three fillings. Two of
them were to replace old ones. One of the things about getting old is that
fillings wear out.



Especially fillings that were done abroad, by local dentists of dubious
qualification and experience.
| remember one, years ago. It was done by a sweaty dentist, peddling
furiously on a bicycle-like arrangement that powered his drill. He slipped
at one point and drilled through my jaw. Which was interesting for a
moment. At no point was any sort of anaesthetic offered.

| suppose | should be grateful that they lasted as long as they did.
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If you're interested in any of my old newsletters and blogs, you can now
find these on my website by clicking the button below.



Click here for The Archives

If you want to ask me anything about my life or my writing, just hit reply.
I’'m always happy to chat.

See you next month,
Happy reading.
Richard Dee.


https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/archives/

