Newsletter 43

Hi there, Richard Dee here.

Welcome to November’s letter.

Since last month, I've been wrestling with Amazon customer services (more about that
later), removing a lot of moss from my roof and preparing the house and garden for
winter. The squirrels that inhabit our garden know something about what’s to come;
they’re charging around trying to dig up all the flower bulbs we’ve planted. But we were
ready for them, with wire netting carefully placed over the post.

In Australia, as well as looking after their farm, my daughter is preparing for a new job,
as a nurse on a Renal unitin a small hospital near Brisbane. It’s starting to warm up over
there and a mouse has managed to get into their Air Conditioning and block the
overflow. The first they knew of that was when water burst through the ceiling.

On with the news.

As it’s November, I’'m engaged on the annual challenge formally known as
NaNoWriMo. This year is my eleventh attempt. I’'m writing a thriller called My Place or
Yours? | told you a bit about it last month.

So far, the words are flowing. To encourage me, my editor is on standby for the
completed first draft at the beginning of December.

The good news is that, as of last night, I've written just over 39000 words.
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As usual, the novel has sort of taken over and I’'ve not been doing as much elsewhere. |
prepared as many blog posts in advance for November as | could, to give me more

time to get on with the story. My focus in those posts is on the projects I’ve completed
in the past. Here are the posts that have gone live so far.


https://eot.richarddeescifi.co.uk/f/a/Ro6HXS0Y0p71lJbxIdTzcQ~~/AAAHURA~/atI587EyqPthqVDOcPcRq8eMXc-eqeTofO9XTAfrOILBoVSrRoNLy-uUAGkN9fMz65Yj12V3lWduVmHJhIoQFtkszvdfFCmDhwGJY-GLWTFLkeWBViazILAF8R-auWk20eaCEn_7tGoM6pPUuz4ciahbbwjVYlBmhNVrA8N4F5DdWJRBcbKm1l2VnFGrQ08D1deCER50ljjhA-QkW7M-oMHRE4n0ycodVqCi8cdLOY0~
https://eot.richarddeescifi.co.uk/f/a/ojxEODjhSpZSW1i2nwzlJg~~/AAAHURA~/PkUWCCyycrn5ehMETJWExNsYPcwvRs_qwVW53XhCDLYqW4a404YigvflsDEOUG5q3RN7yv8loW_gvLfnIigvLeS9U_WZP20fTSGODb8lbHh7IIyrUjidwplOV509WyUr-4MVa9SzMeQDdqL1xJSGOuxrbRRQHp_eG9ekqqI1W4M7Z0q4t1aO_j-b55zISHPl_rhz1ON1MS_mtiuPJAABerUcDqr9yp48rgVgyzOxef0~
https://eot.richarddeescifi.co.uk/f/a/5eucNNEuySIrmzkR4-hbDg~~/AAAHURA~/jaVB70Of5o82OnTw1WlZcDlw7MDtX_mvijYAg2WdY8JlIKZ5SUOmomdOYDKWl_m3mZJkugBya0rrLFBa6joJaYQoTYS_rb070_r7xPUTt9VhxOW4-PtVdIcUtyN5D-dw2DgcKqgpM3nOCwjJ4WqDcnZ4hCOBcN1KAc6Ua0kOn5_10PESNC0gFeaPQGFSal2duPb3M0_cpTHSWPCohz_jRZan9hO3ApM7RO9Fre0Y99M~

The other major thing has been trying to get an answer from Kindle Direct Publishing,
which is like trying to get an answer from a politician.

On October 2™, | set up Ripples as a pre-order. To do that, all you need to do is upload
the metadata (Title, cover image, categories, blurb, etc.) and set a sale date. The book
goes on sale and you finalise the content before that date. Normally, it takes about a
day to work through the system. You can then use the link to the product page in
advertising. This time, it got stuck, without a place for people to see details of the book
and pre-order, marketing is fairly pointless.

I’ve spoken to “customer services” several times, each time they have a different
reason why the process has stalled. First, they told me it was being reviewed. When |
pointed out there was nothing to review except the title and cover, the reason changed
and it became a technical issue. Last time we spoke, a “technical issue was in review,”
whatever that means. It will soon be time for me to upload the final document, and |
can’t.

I’d be more than happy if they just deleted the whole thing and let me start again. |
haven’t suggested it yet, maybe that’s too simple?

Despite all that, the book does now have reviews on Goodreads from beta readers.

If you've read the beta | gave away and you’d like to add your thoughts,

just head here.



https://eot.richarddeescifi.co.uk/f/a/8CcnTmMmzOz46Pz1BSuFPA~~/AAAHURA~/SG-urrBIRw69IE3sTOGbC12JipScK4DXjRosQQLuOXSG9o52iu6uXj2XbL1ifGU8SCN0gliZShz0vj_x_ChnLGdxYRh0URh-6KDZRHBOPppvhBbG0EoStBtDjF4Pgn1c7dfHLa2wcKJL2mq6Ur7T62CFhxlWzuEx3KGK2nMqbF9WLnU1bX9XFj-iQEx_3Wp9VCuvrlrOUWHK2Kr9pVQmXfTedTaWQtHiZTpZHS3JaDI~

Meanwhile,

The weekly serial from Chantelle Atkins, Black Hare Valley has finished, with a
fantastic last chapter. | sent teh author a message, telling her how much | enhjoyed it,
the great news is that there will be a sequel. | can't wait.

Next up on my list is Fractal Noise, by Christopher Pailini.

As for going out, the change in the weather has slowed us down a little, fortunately, we
have still found the odd cake or two, and we did have one really good day at the
seaside, in between the showers.

We also met up with my daughter and her family, while they were on half-term holiday
in North Devon. We visited a water mill for lunch, where | bought some stoneground
flour and turned it into some amazing loaves.

Lastly, on one of my walks, | discovered a giant mushroom growing in a field. If only I'd
known whether it was safe to eat.

And, I've had my first mince pie of the festive season.

Here are a few pictures of all that.

Next month, I’ll be telling you about how my November project went, as well as all the
things | have planned for the New Year.
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If you're interested in any of my old newsletters and blogs, you can now find these on
my website by clicking the button below.


https://eot.richarddeescifi.co.uk/f/a/GpsTrQ3bYO-Ds3rrZcV-sA~~/AAAHURA~/GgS3x6M7ykiXp30z_lsYyBZ-eaLr6qvwbPcVVnjn5wzw6EEJsRqoax0U1G3vv7p-FmSe_QTJPDa8JoxwksQcQ9nIF1PsGvW6Idb4qDHsIZ4HQreh0sG-t5sEEx5KF1YZNFz4WgZ90TYg52wr0m3QH8DmGBjlKYCKMq5ev-Y44XANMBw0b0iV5jWuGXEk0-JC

And finally.

If you haven’t already, today is a great day to leave a review on one of my books, it
would certainly be appreciated. Over two thousand of you have downloaded a free
book form me, titles like My Sister Alex, Ribbonworld or The Lost Princess. Or the beta
read of Ripples.

| don't expect anyone to write copious notes and critique, just a few words or a star
rating would be appreciated.

If you're not comfortable posting to Amazon or Goodreads (and you don't have to have
purchased the book on Amazon to leave a review there), just reply to this letter and let
me know what you think of any of my titles.

Thank you.

If you want to ask me anything about my life or my writing, just hit reply. I’'m always
happy to chat.

See you next month,

Happy reading.

Richard Dee.






