Newsletter 40

Hi there, Richard Dee here.

I hope you're keeping well.

Since my last letter, the season seems to have changed very quickly. We're now into
early autumn here in South Devon. Trees are starting to shed leaves, Apples and Pears
are nearly ready to pick, and there's a chill in the early morning air. It's a reminder that
the shorter days are approaching.

My morning walks are starting later, from 5 a.m. back in July to 6:15 now, as the dawn
gets later.

Meanwhile, in Brisbane, my daughter is celebrating the start of spring on her farm.
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This month, I’d like to talk a little more about my favourite character, who might have
never existed if | hadn’t been a betting man.

It all started in 2016, when | was looking for a new project. At that time, | had three
novels published and a few ideas, but nothing was really working. | did wonder if I'd
reached the end of my writing journey.

| was talking to my wife, who bet me that | couldn’t write a female lead character. Now
that was the sort of challenge that | couldn’t afford to ignore. Having three daughters
gave me an insight into the workings of the female mind. | figured it would be fun to
give it a go.

| spent a little time thinking about what | could do. It would have been easy to just write
a new space opera featuring a female version of my male characters, but | wanted to
do something different. I’'m a big fan of female amateur detectives like Miss Marple
and Agatha Raisin, as well as a male crime solver called Jonathon Creek.



At the time, Yvonne was reading a romantic comedy about a woman who was
escaping a bad relationship by moving away and opening a café on the beach. It gave
me an idea. | wondered if | could write something along those lines, with a murder to
solve and a Sci-fi angle to it.

Where was a good place to go to escape a cheating boyfriend?

As it happened, | had written a short story called Ring Miner, about the dangers of
working on a mine, based in space. If | put the mine on a space station near Saturn,
mining the rocks that make up Saturn’s rings, it would be far enough for anyone to run
away from a breakup.

Andorra Pett, my reluctant amateur detective, was the result. | wanted the whole thing
to feel comfortable to readers who might not be Sci-fi fans, so | set it in the near future,
before science had advanced too much from what we have today.

The space station setting was really just a village or small town in space. It had a farm,
living quarters and leisure facilities. There was a cast of various characters, all with
their own motives and aspirations. The worldbuilding, making it all sound realistic and
plausible, was a lot of fun.

Andorra Pett and the Oort Cloud Café was the result. Andorra was a fish out of water,
a dress designer from Greenwich, who learned how to run a café on a space station,
fly spaceships and solve crime.

| wrote the first story in about three weeks and just kept going, finishing the

sequel, Andorra Pett on Mars, fairly quickly. The first book was released at the Crediton
Literary Festival in June 2017 and proved popular, so | followed it up with the second
one a couple of months later.

Since then, I’ve written four more full-length adventures, as well as a short story
featuring a young Andorra, solving a crime while on holiday with her parents.

The series shows no sign of stopping. As long as people keep asking me for more, I’'ll
keep writing them.

There will be more about Andorra next time. Until then, here are the covers and a link
to the first book in the series.

By the way, the Amazon sales page also features a short story, a bit more background
about Andorra's phobias.





https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feot.richarddeescifi.co.uk%2Ff%2Fa%2FgkiSOCWfHRyb9pTeA_JVwA~~%2FAAAHURA~%2FPy7cK-mBoZP84706YVCvul3S7RwrEpwok2BEBg8qedmZkHB9WFF4kTkj6UqH0KOeO_lclFTdpvz1A9ayPjYTcUv7vdoD-Fi-lXuCGQZDpzb26EfCQND1bqAp-UwLW_0sinO5qI8t689R4UIH2iMVUTI_Jc5RoJ1Se9_-XWGoa5M~&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cae71ab780f2244b9d81708dde093595b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638913645641137799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qSmoUJjmkjJjhXQ2k9%2FXyIdh9eSFGIf8zoADi4rJsxQ%3D&reserved=0

There's a FREE short story attached to this month's letter.

It's something a little different.

Gone Fishing is a Sci-fi tale about a mission to the Methane sea of the alien moon,
Protea.

Dan, Debs and MARV set out to find what lurks beneath the surface. You can download
a PDF version of the story by clicking on the button below the picture.



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feot.richarddeescifi.co.uk%2Ff%2Fa%2F_eICZPb-Bo_hY9XUnqq8ZQ~~%2FAAAHURA~%2FTuhLplm7vko0IQlWiFRaxVK4y8-bSSoGHLTeGGRIKnJTGjlaNInNO_xqbIeYkILCeKtiI3aiq_gbCcZE6Mx6dTiYsB8JQuVmMb4D1mt7ZDMoFvzsqUFlXF3BVJQ7Qm5EtHdiW_OWzCbUt7ObUIJ6ygbizzL2JXa04uvalXkNj3TroBXqbuPrfGj3HZpnLPiBk46Po_B570fjQzsPX-UAcPFWVkeY7sENNVKC7fWslEM~&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cae71ab780f2244b9d81708dde093595b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638913645641158707%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W0et%2FRQzLjYUMy80p3Q0885C4Ifnjxv2tKeaoVhR41w%3D&reserved=0

What I've been reading.

Since the last letter, | have finished Jeryn's Dagger, which is Book One of the Empire
and Ashes series by D.L. Young.

You can find the review by clicking the button.

I'm not sure what to read next. | have a huge TBR pile and Kindle list. If you have any
suggestions, let me know by replying to this email. As a rule, | review just about
everything | read, so tell me your favourites (self-recommendations welcome).

In other news.

My daughter and her children have been down to see us for a few days. My grandson,
Fintan, is seven and has a healthy interest in Sci-fi, particularly aliens.

We spent a lot of time discussing them and all the possibilities. He has some great
ideas, | reckon he's another Sci-fi author in the making.

| told him about my WIP, The Collective, and he said that he wants to read it when it's
finished.

He’s either going to have to wait a while, or | will need to rewrite bits of it, as there is
some age-dependent content in the story.

While the quest for the perfect cake continues, I’ve also been baking Sourdough bread
and watching the insects on my lavender. And I've booked to go and finish decorating
my pottery.
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If you're interested in any of my old newsletters and blogs, you can now find these on

my website by clicking the button below.
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And finally.

If you haven’t already, today is a great day to leave a review on one of my books, it
would certainly be appreciated. Over a thousand of you have downloaded My Sister
Alex, at the moment it has no reviews on Amazon and three on Goodreads.

| don't expect anyone to write copious notes and critique, just a few words would be
appreciated.

If you're not comfortable posting to Amazon or Goodreads (and you don't have to have
purchased the book on Amazon to leave a review), just reply to this letter and let me
know what you think.

Thank you.

If you want to ask me anything about my life or my writing, just hit reply. I’'m always
happy to chat.

See you next month,

Happy reading.

Richard Dee.



