
 

  
 

  

 

 

Hello and welcome to the latest news from 

Richard Dee. 
  

If this is your first letter, I hope you enjoyed reading your free story, please let me 

know what you thought of it. Feedback is always appreciated, whether it's a review on 

Amazon or Good Reads or a quick email. It doesn’t need to be more than a line or two. 

Thanks in advance. 

 

If you’ve been here for a while, you’ll know how this works. I’ll split the letter into two 

parts, the first will deal with my writing, then I’ll move on to tell you a little bit more 

about me and what I do when I’m not writing. 

  

 

 

  

So, here’s part one, what I’ve been up to in my 
reading and writing. 

 



 

 

  
 

 I hope you’ve been interested in the free novels that 
I’ve been offering recently. If you’ve grabbed one, 

please remember to leave a review. 

 

  
My next publication will be The Syk’m, with a planned release date of 

Oct 15th. Beta reads have now all come in, thank you to everyone who 
took part. I blogged about beta readers here, it’s a very important part 

of the process and much appreciated. 
 

The manuscript is now being rewritten to incorporate their suggestions 
and the new ideas that I’ve had based on them. I’ve already added 

several thousand words and I’m only halfway through the lists of 
suggestions. 

 
My editor will see it at the end of the month and once I’ve got it back 

and rewritten it AGAIN, it goes to be formatted. 
 

 

But I have settled on a blurb. 

 

Behave, or The Syk’m will come and take you away. 
 

That was the threat hanging over my childhood, the terrifying 
punishment that made us all obedient. 

 

As children, we were told that The Syk’m watched over us.  Should we 
misbehave, they could do unimaginable things. 

 

Because we were young and knew no better, the mere mention of their 
name was enough to control us. We went to bed, minded our manners, 

stopped our shouting. Although The Syk’m were mythical creatures, 
never seen, we all believed in their power over us. 

 

Now that I’m older and wiser, I thought that I had outgrown the unseen 
terrors of my childhood. I thought that I no longer believed in the power 

of The Syk’m. 
 

Then the day came when I discovered that The Syk’m were real. The 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/praise-beta-reader/


 

day they found me. Their message was clear. Despite everything I had 
imagined, they needed my help. 

 

It was the day I discovered that they were not the monsters we had all 
believed them to be. There were others in the universe. 

 

  

  

 

Look out for an email from me when the final version has been 
compiled. There will be a chance to get an advance copy of the novel 
at a reduced price, directly from me, before its official publication date. 

 

 

 

And of course, as one project nears completion, the next ramps up. In 
between getting The Syk’m ready to face the world, I’ve been writing a 



 

little on each of the stories that I have in progress. The idea is to see 
where inspiration lies and if I can find enough to get one of them 

finished. 
 

While they’re all progressing nicely, the question is, which one will I 
concentrate on next? At the moment I think it’ll be Andorra Pett and the 

Luna Mining Conspiracy. 
 

Although that might change if I get a sudden burst of inspiration on 
some other story. 

 

 

  

 

I've been reading A Mirror Murder by Helen Hollick, a departure from 
her usual historical fiction. This one's a murder mystery set in England 

in the 1970s and very enjoyable. And part 4 of Michelle Medhat's 
Trusted series, The Refracted. 

 
Both of them are fantastic and recommended 

  

 

An author friend of mine, Marjorie Mallon, had just had one of her 
Y.A. adventures republished with a new cover. I read it ages ago (and 

I've beta read the sequel) and thoroughly enjoyed both. 
 

Here's the blurb for the first part. 

Fifteen-year-old Amelina Scott lives in Cambridge with her 
dysfunctional family, a mysterious black cat, and an unusual girl who is 

imprisoned within the mirrors located in her house. 

When an unexpected message arrives inviting her to visit the Crystal 
Cottage, she sets off on a forbidden path where she encounters Ryder: 

a charismatic, perplexing stranger. 

With the help of a magical paint set and some crystal wizard stones, 
can Amelina discover the truth about her family? 

A unique, imaginative mystery full of magic-wielding and dark 
elements, Bloodstone is a riveting adventure for anyone interested in 

fantasy, mythology or the world of the paranormal. 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mirror-Murder-Christopher-Mystery-Mysteries-ebook/dp/B08RR483VR
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Refracted-Blowing-Suspenseful-Thriller-Trusted-ebook/dp/B0813WGVHZ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Refracted-Blowing-Suspenseful-Thriller-Trusted-ebook/dp/B0813WGVHZ


 

It's well worth a read, you can find it at http://mybook.to/bstmm 
 

My review of the book is here, https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/book-
review-the-curse-of-time-book-1-bloodstone/ 
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I've also been reading a lot about Amazon advertising, so far I've not 
had much success with the platform and I'm trying to work out how to 

do it better. 

 

 

Now on to part two. 

  

 

In this part of the letter, I tell you a little bit more about my life.   
 

  

 

 

Apart from actually having Covid last year, I managed to stay relatively 
healthy through lockdown. I was fortunate that my illness was not bad 
enough to need hospitalisation, even so breathing in and finding that 

nothing was happening was pretty scary. The after-effects of Covid are 
still with me in fatigue and shortness of breath, although they have 

improved as the months have passed. 
 

Despite what a lot of people seem to think, we’re not in a bad place as 
a country, when it comes to dealing with the Covid pandemic. Sure, a 
lot of mistakes were made at the start, and there’s a need to examine 

the decisions that were taken at some point. But, and it’s a big one, the 
vaccination programme has given us a chance for freedom and many 
restrictions have been lifted. In that respect, we’re doing a lot better 

than some other places. 
 

Anyhow, that’s enough about that. Keeping politics out of my 
newsletter is important to me. I do what I can for the greater good, if 

we all do that, who knows what’s possible? 
 

As soon as we were able to get out and do things, I had all sorts of 
health problems, from a severe reaction to the second covid jab, to a 
gum infection and a filling that fell out. I shouldn’t moan but it’s meant 

that I’ve had to stay in a bit more than I wanted to. 



 

 
Even so, I saw my grandchildren in late May, the first time in person 

since last August and just for once, the weather behaved itself. We did 
normal family things, had takeaway fish and chips in the garden, 

visited to the Zoo, went to the beach, had a pub meal. 
 

My children have been working flat out in the NHS and it was plain to 
see the strain on their faces, they have had to deal with so much and it 

was really good to see them in person, instead of via a screen. 
 

Not only that, as the country starts to open up, Yvonne and I have 
been venturing out to visit the countryside, picnic on Dartmoor and do 
all the things we always used to. We still have the list of the things we 
were going to do in 2020, now all we need is to get out and catch up. 

 
One of the biggest items on that list was to see my daughter in 

Australia and my new grandson. Unfortunately, it looks like that will 
have to wait a little longer. At least we have video calling. 

  

 

 

Stay safe everyone, and here's hoping for better 
times ahead. 

 

  

 

More details about my cooking adventures, including selected recipes, can be 
found on my website, https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/ and social media. The links are 
at the bottom of this letter. If you want to know more, just ask by replying to this 

letter.  

 

All the recipes that feature on my website have now been put under 
one tab, 

Food and Cookery  
 

More are being added all the time. 
 

  

Don’t forget that you can still find my original Devon life blog at 

 

 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/food-and-cookery/


 

https://goingmyownway-moontide.blogspot.com/ 

 

or my Well Bread blog, from the time I was baking commercially, at 

 

https://brixhambread.blogspot.com/ 

 

As well as lots of pictures, both blogs feature recipes and all sorts of other things. I don’t 

update them now, but all the posts are available, from 2011 to 2017. Please take a look. 

 

If you want to see any of my previous newsletters again, you can find them here. 

 

Letter 1 

 

Letter 2 

 

Letter 3 

 

Letter 4 

 

Letter 5 

 

Letter 6 

 

Letter 7 

 

Letter 8 

 

Letter 9 

 

Letter 10 

 

Letter 11 

 

Letter 12 

 

Letter 13 

  

You can expect my next letter in September. 
 

I’d love to get your opinion on anything in my letters, or on my 
websites, drop me a line by replying to this email.   

  

Happy reading. 

 

Richard Dee. 
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