
 

  
 

  

 

 

Hello and welcome to the latest news from 

Richard Dee. 
  

If this is your first letter, I hope you enjoyed reading your free story, please let me 

know what you thought of it. Feedback is always appreciated, whether it's a review on 

Amazon or Good Reads or a quick email. It doesn’t need to be more than a line or two. 

Thanks in advance. 

 

If you’ve been here for a while, you’ll know how this works. I’ll split the letter into two 

parts, the first will deal with my writing, then I’ll move on to tell you a little bit more 

about me and what I get up to when I’m not writing. 

 

Part two normally includes what I've been cooking and the sights of Devon, although 

this time, because of the situation, it's my thoughts about the new normal that we're 

all adapting to. 

 

 

  

So, here’s part one, what I’ve been up to in my 
writing. 

 



 

 

The biggest thing is that my first foray into the fantasy genre is well on 
the way to publication. And, as subscribers, you get the first look at the 

cover, designed by Jen Parker at Fuzzy Flamingo 

 

  

  

 

 

The edited first draft of The Syk’m should be ready for beta readers in 
a few weeks, if you’re interested in a copy, please let me know and I’ll 

make sure that you get one. 
 

To give you a taste of what to expect, try this extract. 

https://fuzzyflamingo.co.uk/


 

 
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/the-sykm/ 

  

 

Also, one of my short stories will be featured in a new collection, 
available shortly. 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/nano-decision-time/


 

 



 

In other writing news, I’ve been undecided which of my ideas to pursue 
next. Unfortunately, I’ve let the unfinished projects build up. They all 
have promise but I can’t settle to actually getting on with any one of 

them at the moment. 
 

The favourite at the moment is the next instalment of the Balcom 
series, which is titled The Circle has no End. It will resolve the ending 
of Jungle Green and hopefully draw a few threads together, whether it 

will be the last in the series is unsure at this moment. 
 

If you missed the blog post where I talked more about it, you can find it 
here. 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/have-i-left-it-too-long/ 
 

If I can't get on with it, I have several other stories to work on and one 
idea that I’m saving for NaNoWriMo this year. 

 
As regards audiobooks, Jungle Green is still in ACX quality control 
and Andorra Pett on Mars is nearly completed and ready to join the 

queue. Given the ongoing problems with ACX and royalties, I’m 
doubtful about committing to any more projects. I have reached a total 

of 250 audiobooks sold several times, if you include the way the 
number goes down and up again with returns. So, by the time you read 

this, I might have only officially sold 240. 
 

I did get a rather good review for the audio version of Survive, from an 
American author called Gilbert Stack. 

 

  

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/have-i-left-it-too-long/


 

 

Not only that, the non-audio version of Andorra Pett and the Oort 
Cloud Café got to number 78 in the Amazon comedy top 100. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Don’t forget that reviews are always appreciated - for any of the books 
that you pick up. 

 

  

 

Talking to other authors, we all seem to be in the same boat when it 
comes to losing motivation. I think it’s a sign of the times and the 

general feeling in society, that things may soon be back to some sort 
of normal, but we can’t be sure when or what it will look like. 

 

 

 

Now on to part two. 

  

In this part of the letter, I tell you a little bit more about my life.   
 

Once again, there's not so much to report from my little corner of South 
Devon.  

 
 Being 63 means that I have had my first Covid vaccination, I’m looking 



forward to getting the second one, in early June. All my family (who are 
NHS staff) have also received theirs and have reported no side effects. 
I did have a sore arm and flu-like symptoms for a day or so. Now I feel 

fine. Once we are all jabbed up, then surely normality can start to 
return? 

 
This brings another problem. It will be weird to start to meet up and 
socialise again, after so long apart. Not only that going to shops for 
anything other than food or essentials is bound to be strange for a 

while, as well as eating out or having a coffee somewhere that is not 
either our front or back garden. 

 
I have a huge list of places to go, as well as all the ones that we had 
planned for last year, there are so many small local businesses that 

will desperately need our support. I guess it will take a while for 
everything to crank up, probably at least until next year. 

 
As I recently said on my blog, as well as being separated from family, I 
miss being in crowds of people, silently observing their behaviour and 

taking notes of all the weird things that they say. I get a lot of ideas and 
inspiration that way, especially from imagining the other side of 

telephone conversations. There’s a real gold mine of inspiration in the 
unheard part of a call. 

 
Cooking wise, I’m concentrating on baking bread and producing old 

favourites, wasting as little as possible and trying to keep shopping to 
the minimum. And with the few days of good weather that we had 

recently, we’ve been working in the garden, getting it ready for 
summer. 

 
My wife had tidied up and done the spring pruning, I've dismantled an 
old greenhouse, built a new shed and created a new gravel area for 

my barbeque. Unfortunately, when I cleaned the grill up ready for 
testing, I found that the burner unit was broken. 

 
At least I know what to ask for when my birthday comes around. 

  
I’m sorry to say that there’s no free short story for you this time around. 

I’m working on a few, if I get one finished by the next letter I might 
include it. 

  



 

But, as I said above, you can get a free copy of The 
Syk'm by replying to this email. 

 

 

More details about my cooking adventures, including selected recipes, can be 
found on my website, https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/ and social media. The links are 
at the bottom of this letter. If you want to know more, just ask by replying to this 

letter.  

 

All the recipes that feature on my website have now been put under 
one tab, 

Food and Cookery  
 

More are being added all the time. 
 

  

Don’t forget that you can still find my original Devon life blog at 

 

 

https://goingmyownway-moontide.blogspot.com/ 

 

or my Well Bread blog, from the time I was baking commercially, at 

 

https://brixhambread.blogspot.com/ 

 

As well as lots of pictures, both blogs feature recipes and all sorts of other things. I don’t 

update them now, but all the posts are available, from 2011 to 2017. Please take a look. 

 

If you want to see any of my previous newsletters again, you can find them here. 

 

Letter 1 

 

Letter 2 

 

Letter 3 

 

Letter 4 

 

Letter 5 

 

Letter 6 

 

Letter 7 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/food-and-cookery/
https://goingmyownway-moontide.blogspot.com/
https://brixhambread.blogspot.com/
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Newsletter-1-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Newsletter-2-from-Richard-DeeScifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Newsletter-3-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Newsletter-4-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Newsletter-5-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Newsletter-6-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Newsletter-7.pdf


 

 

Letter 8 

 

Letter 9 

 

Letter 10 

 

Letter 11 

  

You can expect my next letter in May. 
 

I’d love to get your opinion on anything in my letters, or on my 
websites, drop me a line by replying to this email.   

  

Happy reading. 

 

Richard Dee. 
 

 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Newsletter-8-from-Richard-Dee.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Newsletter-9-from-Richard-Dee.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Newsletter-10.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Newsletter-11.pdf

