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Hello and welcome to the latest news from 

Richard Dee. 
  

If this is your first letter, I hope you enjoyed reading your free gift, please let me know 

what you thought of it. Reviews would always be appreciated, on Amazon or 

GoodReads. It doesn’t need to be more than a line or two, they all help boost my 

visibility. Thanks in advance. 

 

 

If you’ve been here for a while, you’ll know how this works. I’ll split the letter into two 

parts, the first will deal with my writing, then I’ll move on to tell you a little bit more 

about me and what I’ve been up to (when I’m not writing). 
 

 

So to start with the writing, the big news for this letter is that NaNoWriMo is over for another year. I 

managed to complete the 50,000 word challenge for the fifth time with my project The Hitman and the 

Thief, which I’m really pleased about. 

This is a rough idea of the story,  

https://mailchi.mp/e25a618de8ec/welcome-to-the-latest-news-from-richard-dee-4699341?e=6ac2e46d8f


  

As for a date when you can expect the finished novel, I really have no idea. My editor is 

booked for February. When she’s finished and I’ve sorted out her comments on the 

manuscript, I will be offering it to beta readers for their opinions. If you’d like a copy, please 

let me know by replying to this email and I’ll put you on the list. 

 

 

 As I said in the last letter, my first publication of 2020 will be the Steampunk adventure The 

Sensaurum and the Lexis. It’s currently due to hit the electronic shelves in April. Written in 

the style of an H.G. Wells or Jules Verne Victorian adventure, it’s set in my fictional country 

of Norlandia, the same as my previous Steampunk novels. 

   

 

It features a mad professor bent on world domination, who hasn’t reckoned on the presence 

of Mortimer Langdon and his Orphan Detectives. This is the first of a planned series of 

adventures based on the Orphan Detectives, the second, The Safety of the Realm, is 

underway, as are several other projects.  You can get an extract,if you haven’t already seen 

it, by CLICKING HERE. 

 

 

 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/the-final-monday-of-nanowrimo-2018-2/


 

Here are the covers of the first two books. 

  

  

 

  

Also due next year is the final part of the Dave Travise story. Called Promise Me, it ties up a 

lot of loose ends from the first two books, Myra and Freefall. 

I don’t think there will be any more to this series, but then, I didn’t think there would be a 

second part. 

 

 

 

  



  



 

Other works in progress include the next Andorra Pett adventure, Andorra Pett Takes a 

Break, as well as sequels to Survive and Life and Other Dreams. 

 

I also intend (if I have time) to expand a couple of short stories, at the request of readers who 

have asked me what happens next. That’s all before any new ideas that I may have. 

So it looks like I will be busy on the writing front.  

 

That’s enough about writing, now on to part 

two. 

  

 

To continue the theme of my sea-going career, after a brief spell of leave, in January 1976, 

I joined the training ship Otaio for a voyage of nearly six months, sailing from Liverpool to 

New Zealand and back, via the Panama Canal. 

  

 

We took manufactured goods of all sorts out to NZ, including a large number of crates of 

complete cars in pieces, to be assembled in the country after arrival (known as Cars C.K.D. 

or Completely Knocked Down). 

 

We also carried crates of shoes, just one of each pair though. To avoid pilfering the others 

were carried on the next sailing! 



 

 

After discharge and hold cleaning, we loaded frozen lamb, chilled butter and cheese in the 

holds, sheepskins on deck and liquid tallow in heated tanks for the return trip to England. 

 

As well as the regular crew, there were 60 trainees, of which I was one of the juniors. The 

ship was purpose-built, with classrooms and dedicated training officers, our day started with 

P.E. and cleaning duties, followed by either lessons or practical work. 

At the end of the voyage, I was examined for certificates as an Efficient Deck Hand and a 

Lifeboatman. Both of which I managed to pass. 

 

The highlight of the trip (apart from crossing the equator and visiting New Zealand) was a 

visit to Pitcairn Island; the home of the descendants of the mutineers from the Bounty. 

 

  

  

 

 On the way home, we suffered an engine breakdown and made sails to help steer the ship. 

With one engine operating on reduced power, its offset propeller meant we were steering in 

circles. If the sails actually did anything is questionable, I suspect it was just to keep us busy. 



  

After we arrived back in England, I had two months leave, through the summer of 

1976,  before I was due to go to college for three months. 

I had only been home a few days when I was involved in a traffic accident and ended up in 

hospital for most of that time, with a broken collar-bone, damaged ribs and lots of bruising. 

The worst injury was a damaged eye socket and a blood clot over one eye. There was 

some doubt if I'd be able to continue with my career. 

Fortunately, it dissolved and In September 1976, I headed to the College of Nautical 



 

Studies in Warsash, Southampton, to start learning how to be a navigator. 

 

I was destined to go to New Zealand again, but that’s another story. 

Find out more in my next letter. 

 

 

Fast forward to today, with the advent of winter here in Devon, I’m walking through 

countryside that is still as beautiful, just in a different way. 

  

 

  

 

The raspberries are gone for another year, with three boxes safely stored in the freezer to 

make crumbles and stewed fruit. 

I’m starting to cook more warming food.  

Things like roast beef, Lamb hot-pot, Sourdough croutons to eat with soup. 



  

  



 

  

 

More details about my cooking adventures, including selected recipes, can be found on my 

website and social media. The links are at the bottom of this letter. If you want to know 

more, just ask by replying to this letter. 

  

  

Don’t forget that you can find my original Devon life blog at 

 

 

https://goingmyownway-moontide.blogspot.com/ 

 

or my Well Bread blog, from the time I was baking commercially, you can find them at 

 

https://brixhambread.blogspot.com/ 

 

As well as the pictures, both blogs feature recipes and all sorts of other things. I don’t 

update them now, but all the posts are available, from 2011 to 2017. Please take a look. 

 

If you want to see any of my previous newsletters again, you can find them here. 

 

Letter 1 

 

Letter 2 

 

Letter 3 

 

 

This will be the last letter of 2019, so I must wish you all a very 

happy holiday season, however you choose to celebrate it. And 

all the best for 2020. 
 

You can expect my next letter in February. 

 

I’d love to get your opinion on anything in my letters, or on my websites, drop me a line by replying to this 

email.   

  

Happy reading. 

Richard. 
 

https://goingmyownway-moontide.blogspot.com/
https://brixhambread.blogspot.com/
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Newsletter-1-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Newsletter-2-from-Richard-DeeScifi.pdf
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Newsletter-3-from-Richard-Dee-Scifi.pdf


 


