
  

  

 

 

Hello everyone and welcome to the latest 

news from Richard Dee. 

  

I’ve had a busy few weeks since I last sent you a letter; more about that later. First, a 

huge welcome to all the new subscribers, who have joined since the last letter. I hope 

you enjoyed your free gift. 

I’ll be saying this a lot but please don’t hesitate to get in touch about anything to do 

with my worlds, the short story or anything else that’s in these letters. Just hit reply 

and let me know what you’re thinking. 

 

There are two parts to this letter, first, the book news 

(I am a writer after all). 

 

I have published several short stories since the last letter, to find details of 

them just click this link to visit the portfolio page on my website. 

Not only that, I have a new novella out and two more novels to be published 

before Christmas. 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/sci-fi-shorts/


  



  

 

The novella is the prequel to Ribbonworld and Jungle Green. It was written in 

response to readers questions about what happened before the events of those 

stories, events which were mentioned as memories and part of the background. 

While it was nice to think that people were interested enough to want to know 

more, it was trickier than I expected to write. I had to work towards the point 

where Ribbonworld started, using all the snippets of back story that I put into 

Ribbonworld and Jungle Green but forgetting everything that had happened in 

those books. Not the way I normally work at all. It’s out now, as an eBook and a 

paperback. 

The next book to be published is called Survive. It’s space opera, a stand-alone 

story that span-off from the Dave Travise universe, all thanks to a small piece of 

http://mybook.to/TheLostPrincess
http://mybook.to/TheLostPrincess


 

backstory that I included in Freefall. It will be available to pre-order from mid-

August. Subscribers to my newsletter will be able to get a copy directly from my 

online shop; at a special price, before release. More details at the bottom of this 

letter. 

  

You can get an extract here. 

  

That’s enough about writing for the moment, for more book information, keep an 

eye on my Facebook author page and Website. 

  

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/work-in-progress-2-survive/


 

Now its time to move on to part 2 and tell you a little 

more about me. 
 

As many of you will know, I have a background in shipping; it’s always come in 

handy when describing travel and trade, I just swap the sea and foreign ports 

for spaceships and planets. 

Anyway, this year is the fortieth anniversary of my completing my 

apprenticeship and qualifying as a Second Mate (Foreign Going), to use the 

official title. Basically, it meant that I was deemed competent to keep the 

midnight to four a.m. watch on any merchant ship. That’s the time, when the 

Captain and everyone else was asleep, that you needed to have a rough idea 

of what you’re doing as you’re in full control of the ship on your own. 

As it happens, it was this one.   

  

The first thing that happened after I had satisfied all the qualifying conditions 

was to get made redundant. I had been working as Third Officer Uncertificated 

(I’d passed the exams but needed to complete my sea service) for seven 

months and fully expected to be re-employed after I’d taken the leave I was 

owed. In those days, with that company, we used to get a week per month 

served, which is not as good as it is now.   



 

I called the company when I got home and was made redundant over the 

phone. After a short period of searching, I found a job as the Certificated Third 

Officer on this ship, which was then less than a year old. 

  

Which was the start of ten very happy years as I rose through the ranks. My pay 

instantly doubled, as did my leave entitlement. Trips of four months were 

standard. So in a strange kind of way, you could say that being made redundant 

was the best thing that ever happened to me. 

  

I sometimes think that it was a shame that there was no such thing as digital 

photography back then, in my years at sea I have few photographs of the 

places I visited. Although in a way it’s a good thing, a lot of what I did when I 

was younger is mercifully forgotten, due to lack of evidence. A lot of the ones 

that I did have were lost in the late 1980s, which is particularly sad. A few of the 

ones that survive are on my website, in case you haven't seen them before 

  

I’ve tried to make up for it since I first got a phone with a camera, I take pictures 

all the time now, of anything that I can coax into focus. Whether it’s a walk 

along the cliffs or what I’m cooking; from where I’ve been or one or my other 

hobbies, there’s a picture of it somewhere. On my social media or on the cloud. 

Pictures from when I was at work and now from the events that I attend. As well 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/pix/


 

as the family pictures that we all have. I'll be sharing some of the best in later 

letters. 

 

I was giving a talk in a library and someone suggested to me that I should write 

my autobiography, to me that seems like a boring idea, everyone else’s lives 

appear to be so much more interesting, probably because they contain the sort 

of events that I wished had happened to me. Talking to various people, I get the 

impression that we all think like that, the best way I can describe it is: -   

 

What I did is boring to me because I did it, not because it was. What you 

did was exciting because I didn’t get to experience it like that. 

 

If you get the idea? 

 

If I ever do write about my life, I have a couple of possible titles, “What could 

possibly go Wrong,” or “We always do it like That.” 

Changing the subject slightly, I’m looking for new subjects to feature on my 

website, I currently have one writing post, one guest post and one post from the 

past (usually cooking but can also be lifestyle), per week. I’m open to any 

suggestions about what to do next; if you have any ideas, anything you’d like to 

see, please let me know. 

 

And now, as promised, the special offer. To get a copy of my latest Space 

Opera, Survive for just 99p, click this link 

 

That’s about it for this letter, I’ll be back in September. I hope you have a great 

summer. 

 

Until then, 

 

All the best. 

 

Richard Dee 

 

  
 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/product/survive-the-tale-of-ballantyne-alysom/
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/product/survive-the-tale-of-ballantyne-alysom/


 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

https://twitter.com/RichardDockett1
https://www.facebook.com/RichardDeeAuthor/
https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/

