
  

  

 

 

May Newsletter from Richard Dee Scifi 

  

Hello everyone and welcome to my Worlds. if this is your first newsletter, I hope 

you’ll find it interesting, if you’re an old hand, excuse me while I get the 

introductions out of the way. There have been quite a few new subscribers recently, 

it’s time to get them up to speed. Some of you might have noticed that I’ve revamped 

the format of my newsletter, I hope you like the new direction. 

  

Firstly, I hope you enjoyed reading The Orbital Livestock Company, your free short 

story, please let me know what you thought of it.  

I have an idea for expanding it into a full novel at some time, I think that it has a lot of 

potential. 
  

  



 

 

Let me introduce myself again. 
 

I’m Richard Dee and I write Science fiction and Steampunk adventures, which I 

publish through my own Imprint, 4Star Scifi. Because of that, I have a keen 

interest in independently-published authors and try to promote them wherever I 

can. Hence the Indie Showcase feature on my website, every Thursday I let an 

Indie author say what they like (within reason). 

 

As I’ve said before, I’m not just a writer, that’s quite a recent development. In 

my life, I’ve been a supermarket shelf-stacker, shipmaster and pilot, car-

washer, baker and many other things. I guess you could say that I’ve led a life 

full of incident, it’s certainly kept me busy and has given me lots of inspiration 

for my books. 

 

But I’m not just going to use this newsletter to talk about them, the last thing you 

want to see is a list of my titles and hear me say how great they are. That 

information’s on my website if you’re desperate. 

 

Let’s not forget, we share an interest in Sci-fi or Steampunk, or you wouldn’t be 

here. There's plenty of scope there for things to talk about. 

 

It would be nice to get some conversations going, as I said, this isn’t just a 

place for me to tell you how wonderful my writing is, I’d like to make it more than 

that. 

 

There are all the other things that I like to do, cooking and walking for instance. 

And the things I used to do in my past lives. Or my creative process, the way I 

work when I’m writing. The methods I use to bring my characters and settings to 

life 

  

 
 
 



 

Let's get started.   

 

First, a bit more about me. 
  

I’m from Brixham in Devon, I grew up roaming around Torbay and on days out, 

on Dartmoor, which my father knew and loved. I live in Brixham now, about five 

minutes’ walk from the sea and I spend a lot of time walking along the cliffs. I 

guess because I’ve always lived close to the sea, a life in the Navy was inevitable. 

But getting there wasn’t easy, it was almost over before it had begun. That’s a 

tale for another day. Let’s just say it involved this ship, a flooded engine room, 

the mid-Atlantic and leave it at that. 

  

  

 

 

Now, my life is so much quieter, I retired from a sea-going life five years ago, 

my mind filled with all sorts of stories, based on things I had seen and done. 

Obviously, as my books are set in the future, or occasionally an alternative now, 

they are not things that I ACTUALLY did, but the themes are the same, whether 

we are here or there, now or then. I’ve just dressed them up a little and 

changed the locations. 

 

 



 

Next, a few hints on how I work. 
 

I love world-building, creating a believable future. I find it as interesting as the 

stories plot. When you start to think about it, it’s surprising how little you need to 

invent to live in the future, on another planet. Obviously, you need a way to get 

there, and a place to go, once you’ve arrived the technology already exists to 

allow humanity to survive. 

On Earth, we can live in submarines or aircraft in places where there is no way 

we could breathe normally, so lack of a breathable atmosphere would not 

necessarily be a problem. 

The fun comes when you’re devising the setting and technology for your new 

world. That’s a huge subject, one which I expand on regularly on my website. If 

you're interested in learning more about the subject, you can also join my online 

course in World Building at 

  

 https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/membership-join/ 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 

https://richarddeescifi.co.uk/membership-join/


 

Where I live. 
  

I’m lucky to live in a part of England that’s as beautiful as anywhere I’ve ever travelled to. 

And I take full advantage of it, by walking every day, around the coast and cliffs near my 

house or by driving somewhere and getting out in the countryside. It has inspired me to 

create some of my favourite alien landscapes. Here’s a couple of pictures to show you what 

I mean. This place is about ten minutes from my house, I go there most days; it’s great for 

inspiration and I think you can see why. 

 

  
  

 

Sunrise 

 

 

 

Sharkham point, looking west. 

 

 

 

Next time, I’ll talk a bit about my cookery projects and some of my other hobbies, including 

one that might surprise you. 

 

  



 

A question for you. 
 

 

As you might have noticed, I’m quite nosy, I’ve already asked you a few questions in my 

introductory emails. To continue the theme, I’d like to ask you something that’s on my mind; 

as an author who creates their own worlds. 

 

How important to you is realism in Sci-fi? When it comes to the crucial parts of the story, 

must everything be believable and plausible? Can't we just invent fantastic devices (with no 

basis in fact) that solve every problem our heroes encounter? Or is that a cop-out? Just hit 

reply and let me know what you think.  

 

And finally,  
 

 

If you want to see more about me and my Worlds while you're waiting for the next newsletter, 

you can catch up with my website at www.richarddeescifi.co.uk 

 

I post three or four times a week, with news, reviews and guest appearances from other great 

authors, as well as archive material from eight years of blogging and writing. 

I'm on Facebook and Twitter, click the buttons below to get the latest updates. 

Just to give you an example, as well as showcasing other authors, I've recently 

posted pictures of Dartmoor, recipes, articles about my writing method, offers for advance 

reads of my new novels and much more. If you 've missed any of them, click for more details. 

 

 

I think that’s enough for this letter, like I said, I’d really like to get your opinions on any of the 

things I’ve talked about, please don’t hesitate to reply to this email and let me know what you 

think. I’ll answer every reply. 

 

 

I’ll be in touch again in about two months, until then, all the best and thanks for being one of 

the team.   

 

 

Best Rgds, 

 

Richard Dee. 
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